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of that region, but I do believe that every patriot should do
what he can to benefit every part of our whole country, and
I am sure that good will result from turning a part of this
great tide of human life and energy southward along the
valleys of the Allegheny Mountains, especially of East
Tennessee, northern Georgia and Alabama, and if I can aid
you in this good work I assure you that I will do so with
infinite pleasure.

" Excuse me if I ask you as an editor to let up somewhat
on the favorite hobby of 'carpet-baggers.' I know that you
personally apply the term only to political adventurers, but
others, your readers, construe it otherwise. I have resided
in San Francisco, Leavenworth and St. Louis, and of the
men who have built up these great cities, I assert that not
one in fifty was a native of the place. All, or substantially
all, were 'carpet-baggers/ i.e., emigrants from all parts of
the world, many of them from the South. Our Supreme
Court, Congress and our most prominent and intellectual
men, now hail from localities of their own adoption, not of
their birth. Let the emigrant to Georgia feel and realize
that his business and social position result from his own in-
dustry, his merits and his virtues, and not from the acci-
dental place of his birth, and soon the great advantages of
climate, soil, minerals, timber, etc., etc., will fill up your
country and make Atlanta one of the most prosperous,
beautiful and attractive cities, not alone of the South, but of
the whole continent, an end which I desire quite as much
as you do."

In the Spring of 1876 he talked at some length with
a newspaper writer, about the South and th. leaders o_f the
late rebellion, and for the latter he expressed only esteem
and friendship. " Abput two weeks ago," he said, " Ithors to the
